12 February 2010
BSEF COMMENTS ON RECENT STUDY LINKING PENTA-BDE IN THE HUMAN
BODY AND FERTILITY
A new study[1] reports a possible association between the presence of specific types of PBDE
flame retardants in the human body and fertility. There are different types of PBDE flame
retardants and the ones found in this study were those of the legacy commercial product PentaBDE (Tetra and Penta-BDEs). Penta-BDE has been subject to bans in both North America and
Europe[2], following a scientific assessment and it has been voluntarily phased out globally by the
industry.
The finding in the human body of a manmade chemical, even at levels of a few parts per billion,
requires careful attention. As concluded in the paper, and reported by independent experts [3][4],
additional studies are needed to verify the observed association, in particular due to the limited
population of the study. It is regrettable, however, that several media reports[5] have not made this
clear.
Scientific and rigorous research have been at the heart of BSEF’s commitment to ensuring the
safety of brominated compounds used as flame retardants; at the same time we aim at providing
the best life-saving technologies for high fire safety performance around the home, in
transportation and high occupancy buildings. BSEF companies and their downstream customers
actively work to reduce emissions[6] and ensure that these products are thoroughly tested and
evaluated in accordance with global chemicals legislation such as EU’s REACH and other global
scientific risk assessment processes.
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